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MONtEREY BAY CHAPTER OF THE AMERICAN CETACEAN SOCIETY
. /
JANUARY 1984
)
Next Meeting: January 26. 1984
;;
location: Fisher laboratory BUilding, Hopkins Marine
Station, Pacific Grove
ez
Speaker: Greg Silber
Topic: Hawaiian Humpback Vocalizations and Cetaceans of
the Arctic.
*******************************************************
GreF Silber,. our January speaker. is a p:raduate
student at the Moss Landin~ Marine Laboratories. He
is currently doing research on the social vocalization
and associated surface displays of humpbacks in Hawaii.
He spent the winters of 1981 and 1982 d01ng field work
off the island of Maui and has recorded songs for Dr.
Roger Payne. Grep: has also helped with photo - identi-
-I fication of the animals. DU~lnF. the summer of 1983, he
did researoh on the effects of boat disturbance on
narwhals in Lancaster Sound. Baffin Island. This research
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was ~unded partly by the Canadian Department of Indian
Affairs and Northern Development after concern was
expressed by the local Eskimos. He then flew to
Prudhoe Bay. Alaska. to take part in ongoln~ research
on the effects of oil exploration and development on
bowhead whales. Gre~ will bring tapes of whale songs
and has outstanding slides of the little-photographed
narwhal and beluga whales.
CHAPTER NEWS
Cetacean Sling Project
After many months of unrelenting effort by our new
President (then Vice President), Esta Lee Albright,
th~ Cetacean Sling was procured and presented to the
\
SPCA at our December 8 meeting. The carrier was custom-
made for us in response to a special request by the
SPCA's wildlife rehabilitation center, and financed
by donations from members of our local ACS Chapter.
We thank you all for your concern and generosity.
(
))
New Officers
The following 1s a list of your current officers.
Please contact any of them with questions or 1nformatiion.
We owe them a large vote of thanks for their efforts on
behalf of our Monterey Bay Chapter.
MONTEREY BAY ACS BOARD MEMBERS - 1984
President a Esta Lee Albright (375-1658)
Vice Pres.a Sheila Baldridge (372-3809)
Secretarya Nancy Norton (375-6497)
Treasurer: Joy Osborne (375-2145)
Membershipa Jean Theisen (372-2293)
Newsletterl Milos Radakovich (373-3798)
Nancy Norton (375-6497)
Historian: Alison Tomlin (375-8601)
Special Events. Merilyn Georgevich (394-0514)
Members at Large: Alan Baldridge (373-6658)
Bob Western; (373-7297)
Steven Webster. ( 373-7676)
Tom Williams (375-5570)
Judson Vandevere (372-6001)
Randy Puckett (663-4494)
Mary Rodriguez (375-5931) ~
/'
New Members
Thanks to all of you who continue to support ACS
with your membersh1p renewals. and a speoial welcome to
the following new members:
Mary Dorgan Barrett
Paul and Ellen Duernber~er
Bill Brothers.
3.
Christmas Crart Fair 198)
Hundreds attended the opening night festivities at
the Quail Lodge in Carmel Valley. Many fine local
artists displayed their wares during the three days
of the fair, which was sponsored again this year by
The Friends of the Sea Otter. The Audubon Society,
and ACS-Monterey. We wish to thank the many members
of all the groups who helped with publicity and
donations of prizes for the big raffle. The proceeds
of this annual event are shared by the three sponsoring
groups and provide the bulk or our yearly operating
bUdget. Our sincere thanks for a job well done!
(
4.
*************************************************************
ACS SANTA CRUZ
Our Sister Chapter across the Bay will be holding
its next meeting on Thursday, February 9, at the Santa
Cruz City Museum at 7.)0 PM. The guest speakers will be
Russ Nilson and Cynthia D'Vincent. who will repeat their
outstanding talk on their whale research in Alaska, aboard
the sailing vessel VARUA.
RECENT CETACEAN OBSERVATIONS
) Compiled by Alan Baldridp:e
Cal1fornia Gray Whale - very few 1n November and
December until the very end of the month. Migration
near peak. however by January 8th. Dec. 16 - one small
individual inside Monterey Harbor.
Killer Whale - 2 males. includinF. the known individual
"Bent Fin" 2i miles west of Point Pinos on Nov. 25
(B. Ternullo).
Bottlenose Dolphin - 2 animals off Holiday Inn area.
Monterey from November 16 to end of year (many observa-
tlons). Three to 5 animals off Moss LandlnF on November
18th (B. Wuers1g) and 7 there January 6th (Laboratory
Staff). LarFe group of 25 or more off Cannery Rowand
~ Monterey Harbor area January 6th (C. d'V1ncent. J. Foott.
M. Shelley).
5·
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Pac1f1c Wh1tes1ded DOlph1n - 1 freshly dead female on
December 26th. Asilomar State Beach. Specimen taken to
Moss land1ng Marlne labs. Twenty-flve sighted around
I
a single Gray Whale/close to Point Lobos January 1st
(H. Bethel).'
Common Dolphin - 4 spotted 2 miles off Cannery Row on
December 29th (A. Baldridge. D. Shearwater). (
•
Northern Right Whale Dolphin - 1)0 animals spotted 12
I
miles west of Cypress Point on Deoember 29th (A. Baldridge
D. Shearwater).
I
Dall Porpolse - 12 seen over the Monterey Submarine
i
I
Canyon December 29th (A. Baldridge. D. Shearwater).
Harbor Porpoise - 2 spotted off Salinas Hlvermouth
December 29th (A. Baldridge. D. Shearwater). One seen
2 miles north of Point Pinos January 8th. (A. Baldrid~e.
D. Shearwater).
******************************************************
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(SOUNDINGS NOTEBOOK
El Nino Update
Scientific observations off the coast of Peru
seem to indicate that the effects of the warm-water
mass intrusion known as El Nino are lessenin~ there.
The persistence. for 6 to 18 months. of anomalously
warm water is accompanied by lar~e reductions in plank-
ton. fish and seabirds in the normally rich waters of
the Pacific. El Nino appears to affect the ecosystem
by deoreasing the quantities of nutrients transported
to the surface. which 1n turn causes production of
organic material to decrease proportionally., This effect
eventually results in a reduction in the growth of
phytoplankton. and the reproductive success of flsh.
seabirds and marine mammals. Accordln~ to Dr. Richard
Barber. oceanographer at Duke Univers1ty. the effect
~ 1s now reversinF in Peru. and a normal temperature state
•) 1s returning. In the Monterey Bay. the condition 1s
still very muoh apparent. The 1982-8) EI NIno effect
l 1s one of the two strongest thIs ·century.
7.
acid molecules when a protein molecule dies.
100 Year Old Whales?
Some of the largest whales, long thought to live
50 or 60 years, may actually be twice that age according
to Dr. Jeffrey Bada, chemist at Scripps Institution of
Oceanography. Dr. Bada has developed an age-determination
technique which is based on the rearrangement of amino
With time, )
each molecule adopts its mirror image, and by calculating
the ratio of changed to unchanged molecules Dr. Bada
claims to be able to determine age. He feels that the
secret of a whale's age is concealed in the protein laid
down in the tips of the animal's teeth during its early
development. Using this technique he has analyzed more
than 100 cetacean teeth and concludes that several species,
among which he lists the sperm and bowhead whales, may live
20 to 50 percent longer than previously believed.
(Ref. Santa Cruz Sentinel 5/31/83)
l
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(WHALE WATCHING ON THE BAY
For a whale watch1n~ treat now that the Gray Whale
migration 1s at its peak, ACS members may be interested
1n the following cetacean-watchin~ tr1ps. Each of the
~roups listed provide an experienced naturalist/guide
~nd a highly interesting day on our local waters.
t. ORUS (Ccean Research Under Sail) offers an all-day
trip-Qn their splend1d brigantine, the VARUA, for a
$25 membership in the1r non-profit marine rese~rch or~an­
ization. The naturalists aboard include Dr. RQger
Luckenbach and Judson Vandevere. Members receive not
only the trip, but also ORUS's newsletters. The trips
are from 9:00 to ):00, and arrangements can be made by
contacting Russ Nilson or Cynthia D'Vincent at ORUS
(646-851~) or writing them at P.O. Box 1167, Monterey,
CA. 93942. All funds are used to maintain the ship.
-2. Shearwater Journeys, operated by Debra Love Shearwater,
provides excitin~ pela~1c viewing on the bay. Debi has
a lar~e pool of naturalists to draw from, amonF whom are
Alan Baldridge, Bob Western and Jer1 Langham. Trips
depart from Sam's F1shing on Fisherman's Wharf 1n Monterey.
Tr1ps are idniv1dually priced. For information, contact
Debra at 362 Lee Street, Santa Cruz, CA. 95060. Phone
(408 425-8111)
3. Randy's Fishing TriDs provides special half-day whale
watchin~ excurs10ns led by Milos Radakovich and David
Shonman. These trips leave Monterey Municipal Wharf #1
at 9:)0 and 12:)0 Saturdays and Sundays. The trips are
2! to 3 hours 1n len~th and cost $20 for adults and $15
for children under 12. Groups of 25 or more rece1ve a
lOt d1scount. Reservat10ns may be made by call1ng
Randy's - 372-7440.
9.
4. Shore-side Whale Watchln~ is ava1lable too. The
California Department of Parks and Recreation is
offering ranger-guided Whale Watch1ng Tours every ~
Sunday throu~h February. Participants should meet at
the Coastal Access pullout at Soberanes Pt. (S.2 miles
south of Pt. Lobos) at 2:00. For add1tional information ~
call 667-2315. Trips are free.
*****************.. *********************************
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ACS NATIONAL
TIle American Cetacean Society
National Headquarters
P.O. Box 44J6
San Pedro, CA 90731
(213) 548-6279
",LOCAL
- CHAPTERS
los Angeles, CA
Marin County, CA
Monterey, CA
New York . New Jersey
Orange County. CA
Puget Sound, WA
San Diego, CA
San luis Obispo, CA
Santa Barbara, CA
Willamelle Valley, OR
MEMBERSHIP
APPLICATION
Fill out the form.
detach. and mail tOI
Membership Secretary
American Cetecean Society
Monterey Bay Chapter
P.O. Box liE
Pacific Grove. CA 93950-0405
I
I
-J
A~ERICAN
C~TAC~AN
SCC!2TY
~GNT~R~Y
BAY
CHAPTER
P.C
.
BCX
!E
PA
CIFIC
G~CVE.
CA.
93950-040c;
/VI;ske."
I
Ii
"
"
.
-
.
.
.4g~'l
~
k
'
~
-
-
~
-
-
-
-
ALAN
BA
LD
RIDGE
HOPKINS
M
ARINE
STATION-
PA
C
IFIC
GROVE
CA
93950
'
v
.~.­
,-~
-
-
.
.
.,
.
-
.
.
-- .
.
"
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
c::::o
=
-
~
~
-
-
-
-
-
.
~
~
"
"
~
.
.
,
.
.
,
-
.
~
~
'
I
~
~
.4-~
~
~
.
.
..
_
-:::-.
.......~.":".=-~.r=:.tL:a-
•~
~
-
-
~
.
_
.
,
.
.
~
~-
"
'
-
-
£
/":1
~
r
6
/
';;.
~
,
?
,
I~
J.r-::::>
.
.
d'''
V
FEBRUARY 1984 ~
.2- \1 y..} 9'f VOL. 41
MONTEREY BAY CHAPTER OF THE AMERICAN CETACEAN SOCIETY
Next Meeting: February 2), 1984 7s)0 PM
Locations Fisher Laboratory Building, Hopkins Marine
Station, Pacific Grove
Speakerss Steven Swartz and Mary Lou Jones
Topics The Breeding Behavior and Ecology of Gray Whales
in the Lagoons of Baja, California .
.
It is appropriate to have Steve Swartz and Mary Lou
Jones as our February guest speakers, since for the last
six years they have spent January 1st through April 15th
camping by the lagoons in Baja studying the behavior of
these coastal whales. They have published a number of
scientific reports on their findings. During summer
months they have studied the Bottlenosed Dolphin in
Florida, done Manatee surveys (also in Florida) and have
taken part in the Na~lonal Marine Fisheries Service Observa-
tion Program of the J'panese salmon gillnet fishery in
the North Pacific. ~steve is finishing his doctorate at
UO Santa Cruz on the-Population Biology and Dynamics of
the Gray Whale, a~~~~ary Lou is obtaining a Master's
Degree at the Mos~~ndingMarine Labs. Her thesis will
be·~n ~ay Whale behavior and Social Structure.
- (. 1 .
"Just work with us. keep the sardines commg. and we'll see
you get a mce government grant...
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CHAPl'ER NEWS
Research Grants
Two research grants of $500.each will be awarded by our
Monterey Bay Chapter again in 1984. Interested' graduate
students are asked to submit their proposals by Feb. 15.
These will be available for reading at the Hopkins Library.
and the two winners will be announced on Feb. 2) at the
General Meeting.
Beachwatchers Seminar
The ACS Beachwatchers are presenting a special seminar
on the identification and care of beached animals as part
of their MARINE MAMMAL EDUCATION PROGRAM. The two-hour
session will be held at the Fisher Lab at Hopkins Marine
Station in Pacific Grove on Monday, February 27. 7:)0 PM.
It will be divided into four presentations as follows:
Marine Animals and Public Awareness - Eota Lee Albright
Identification of Marine Mammals - Milos Radakovich
Healthy and Unhealthy Animals - Pat Quinn
Handling Stranded Marine Mammals - Bob Western
Please come and bring a friend!
2.
Alan and Ruth Kraus
w. K. Reordan
Mr. and Mrs. John Richard
Peter Steele
Mr. and Mrs. J Rondeau
Kurt F. Loesch
new Members
The following new members are cordially welcomed to our
Monterey Bay Chapter.
Susal Elliger
Raymond E. Linder
Dr. Russell C. Coile
Laurie L. Turner
Capt. Charles Domac
Benji Shake
ACS SANTA CRUZ
The next Santa Cruz Chapter Meeting will be on Thursday,
March 8, at 7.JO PM at the Santa Cruz City Museum. Their
guest speaker, Jim Scarff, scientist, attorney and award-
winning photographer, will present a program on the rare
Right Whale. Monterey Bay members are invited!
RECENT CETACEAN OBSERVATIONS
Compiled by Alan Baldridge
California Gray Whale - southward migration peaked around
Jan. 10 - 1) at Soberanes Pt. (261 and 251 counted by
Study Group, per C. Clark). On Jan. 14-15 4 cows with
new-born calves were observed at Pt. Pinos - Pt. Lobos
heading south (Baldridge, Shearwater, Vandevere), a repeat
of the Jan. 1983 extraordinary sightings. Some 10 more
seen by Soberanes Pt. Study Group Jan. 19-20. Migration
still in progress at this writing (Feb. 6).
Minke Whale - sighted daily at Soberanes Pt., perhaps 1-2
animals, Jan. 8-1) (C. Clark).
Killer Whale - ) males, 1 female going ~outh, Carmel Bay
to Soberanes and Rocky Pts. (R/V Varua and J. Houk, DFG).
Bottlenose Dolphin - on Jan. 10 several groups moved south
at Moss Landing (Lab.Staff). On Jan. 12, 25-40 were observed
moving south inshore from Pacific Valley, Monterey Co. into
San Luis Obispo Co. (R. Jameson, USFWS).
Pacific Whitsided Dolphin - 100-200 animals close to
Soberanes Pt. Jan. 8-13 ( C. Clark). 25-)0 animals) miles
northwest of Pt. Pinos Jan. 14 (Shearwater). )5-40, same
area on Jan. 15, and )5 off Malpaso Creek Jan 21 (Baldridge,
Shearwater). 2 animals 1-2 miles west of Pt. Pinos on
Jan. 22 (S. Baldridge on R/V Ricketts)". About 2~ animals
2i miles of Pt. Lobos Feb. 4 (Baldridge and Shearwater).
About 50 animals, same location, Feb. 5 (Norton and Norton).
Common Dolphin - 75 animals near "A" buoy off Fort Ord
Jan. 18 (P. Mason) and again on Jan. 19-20 (R. Ternullo,
"Point Sur Clipper").
4.
Northern Right Whale Dolphin - 30-40 with Risso's 6 miles
west of pt. Pinos Jan. 18 (S. Cady, "Holiday"). 400-600
with Risso's, 8-10 miles offshore Pt. Pinos to Yankee
Pt. Feb. 4 (Baldridge, Shearwater).
Dall Porpoise - 30 in Carmel Bay on Jan. 14 (Vandevere).
3, bow-riding 2 gray whales off Carmel Highlands on Jan. 21
and 10 in Carmel Bay. 10-12 animals 15 miles west of
Cypress Pt. Feb. 4 (Baldridge, Shearwater).
Risso's Dolphin - 50 animals with Northern Right Whale
Dolphins 6 miles west of Pt. Pinos Jan. 18 (S. Cady on
"Holiday"). Massive aggregation of 525-725, 8-10 miles
offshore Pt~ Pinos to Yankee Pt. (Baldridge, Shearwater).
California Sea Lion - huge herd of 2000 in one group moving
north at Rocky Pt. (J. Houk, DFG).
Northern Elephant Seal - a male seen close to the Monterey
Breakwater several times in early Feb. (Shearwater, D. Lemon).
5·
SOUNDINGS NOTEBOOK
Whale Migrations - Another Alternative?
Early in October, as Arctic days shorten and the surface
ice pack expands, most of the Gray Whales left on earth -
some 16,000 of them - slip south out of the Bearing Sea to
begin an annual migration to Baja, California where their
calves are born. Six months later they head north again
for a summer of gorging in sub-polar seas. The 12,000
mile round trip is extraordinary in the mammal kingdom.
Only the migration of the Minke Whale is believed to be
longer. But an element other than distance contributes to
the uniqueness of this migration - its accessibility to
humans.
Early whalers, and the present whaling industries
still operating intensively in Russia and Japan have clas-
sically exploited these predictable migration schedules.
Analysts have placed the combined income of the two countries.
representing 90% of the world's' whaling, at $150,000.000
per year. An average Minke Whale - about the size of a
Gray and still hunted - dresses out to $35,000 of meat on
the dinner tables of Tokyo.! Profit incentive is a major
deterrent to conservation.
However, a non-consumptive industry is now exploiting
the journey of the whales. As their migratory patterns
bring them within sight of land along the vast stretches
of the Pacific coastline, millions of fascinated west
coast residents and visitors have discovered the "gentle
art of whale watching". For tour boat operators this has
meant the rapid and lucrative development of an industry
whose income currently nets them an additional $5.000.000
annually. Total annual sales of all whale-related activities
6.
is estimated at $50 to $75 million.! And the industry is
burgeoning, not only along the west coast, but around the
world as expeditions are being offered in Alaska, Hawaii,
Mexico, Sri Lanka and the Caribbean. Conservationalists
look upon this new exploitation as the promise of the
future. As Keith K. Howell, vice president of the Oceanic
Society puts it , it is their hope that· "whales will become
infinitely more valuable to society alive than they ever
were dead".2
References: (1) "Whalewatching", Airborne. Jan. Feb. 1984.
(2) The Oceanic Society Field Guide to the
Gray Whale.
7.
Santa Barbara Blue
In August. 1980, a Blue Whale washed ashore and was dis-
covered draped over boulders at the bottom of a 100 ft.
cliff at Vandenberg Air Force Base near Santa Barbara. It
was an adolescent male, estimated to be 22 to 25 years
old; cause of death unknown. Three years later. after an
enormous amount of preparation. its complete 71 ft. skeleton
was put on official display at the Santa Barbara Museum
of Natural History. According to Charles Woodhouse. head
curator of vertebrates. marine mammal specialist and assis-
tant director of the museum. the first intention was to
reclaim only the large skull. He and others worked in
pounding surf to cut blubber off the skull. separate the
2* ton cranium from its spinal column and hoist it up the
steep cliff. With this accomplished. the decision was
made to go after the rest of fhe skeleton. a project which
took six weeks and about l,OQO hours of volunteer labor.
• IOnce the skeletal rema1ns were at the museum, the
real work began. Each piece had to be cleansed of organic
matter. a task both odiferous and tedious. The next, and
most time-consuming task was removing oil from the bones
so they could be painted. Whale bones have so much natural
oil in them that they will leak for years. The bones
were soaked first in water baths. then steam-cleaned in
much the same process as an auto engine. After the pieces
dried. they were sealed with fiberglass resin and coated
with special pigmented shellac. Finally the whole skeleton
was reassembled in a natural. arching position as though
it were just beginning its dive. At its highest point,
the back is 15 ft. off the ground. Exhibit designers
used foam building insulation with fiberglass strips to
8.
J)
6
simulate cartillage between the bones, and the whole
structure was supported by unobtrusive 2 and 3- steel
pipes. It is totally accessible to the public, with no
fence, railing or covering, allowing people to touch,and
walk through and marvel at its immensity and beauty.
9·
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10.
ACS NATIONAL
The American Cetacean Society
National Headquarters
P.o. Box 4416
San Pedro, CA 90731
(213) 548-6279
LOCAL
CHAPTERS
los Angeles. CA
Marin Counly, CA
Monterey, CA
New York . New Jersey
Orange Counly. CA
Pugel Sound. WA
San Diego. CA
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Sanla Barbara, CA
Willametle Valley. OR
MEMBERSHIP
APPLICATION
Fill out the form,
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Membership Secretary
American Cetecean Society
Monterey Bay Chapter
P.o. Box liE
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MONTEREY BAY CHAPTER OF THE AMERICAN CETACEAN SOCIETY
Next Meeting: March 29. 1984 7:)0 PM
Location: Fisher Laboratory Building, Hopkins Marine
Station, Pacific Grove
Speaker: Jeff Goodyear
Topic: Whales off the Northeast Atlantic coast: rescues,
radio tagging and ecology
Our speaker. Jeff Goodyear. is currently studying
for a Master's Degree at the Moss Landing Marine Labs.
Jeff will talk and show slides on whale research he has
conducted. From 1979 to 1982 he was involved with whale
rescues off Newfoundland. The whales, ma~y Humpbacks
.
and Minkes. were entangled in fishing gear and setting
them free afforded Jeff some exciting moments. He has
also done radio tracking of Humpbacks with Peter Beamish
of Ceta Research off Newfoundland and in the Gulf of Maine.
The major emphasis was night behavior, which has not been
studied before, and feeding ecology over twenty-four hour
periods. Jeff brings a whole new aspect of whale research
which we have not covered until now and we look forward to
a very informative evening.
·.
CHAPTER N~"'WS
Research Grants
For the third year in a row, ACS-Monterey is awarding
two $500 research grants to graduate students attending
local marine stations. This year's recipients are Elizabeth
Ann Mathews and Gregory Silber.
Elizabeth has a B.A. in Animal Science from Purdue
University and is currently enrolled in UCSC's Marine
Science Master's Program, under the sponsorship of local
marine mammal guru, Dr. Kenneth Norris. The title of her
project is "Determination of the Sex of Migrating Gray
Whales (Eschrichtius robustus) from Tissue Samples". Sure,
easy for you to say!
Actually, sex determination of Gray Whales can be
extremely difficult. Externally, the animals differ in that
the female's genital area differs from the male's in the
number and placement of openings and accessories. Unfor-
tunately, the coastal waters which the Grays inhabit are
usually not clear enough to permit long-range observation
and migrating whales rarely display their private parts
"except to seasoned observers like Jud Vandevere. Study of
living whales almost always requires determination of sex
and Elizabeth is proposing to utilize a method which in-
volves the analysis of small skin tissue samples. The
procedure can be very effective and does not harm the animal
We look forward to her report to ACS on this project
later this year.
Greg Silber is a graduate student at the Moss Landing
Marine Laboratories, under the skilled guidance of Dr. Bernd
Wursig. Greg is studying the "Social Vocalizations and
2.
Associated Surface Displays of the Hawaiian Humpback Whale
(Megaptera novaengliae).
While there is nothing novel about studying Humpbacks'
"singing". Greg has been very successful in associating
the whales' repertoire of vocalizations with observed be-
havior. Those of us who attended the January ACS meeting
had an opportunity to witness Greg's elegant presentation
of his research to date. We are glad to be able to help
Greg in his current work.
"Orcaestra..
ACS SANTA CRUZ
The next Santa Cruz Chapter meeting will be on Thursday,
April 12. at 7:)0 p.m. at the Santa Cruz City Museum. Jim
Boran and Sara Heimlich-Boran will present an informative
slide presentation of their five year study of J, K and L
pods of the Pacific Northwest Killer Whales.
------------------------_.---
J.
4.
RECENT CETACEAN OBSERVATIONS
Compiled by Alan Baldridge
California Gray Whale - Northward migration in full swing
at this writing, following an interval in late Feb. when
animals were seen migrating in both directions. A tan-
colored gray was seen with two normal animals heading north
on Feb. 12 (Shearwater).
Killer Whale - 5 animals (2 males, 1 female, 2 calves)
2i miles off Pt. Pinos, Asilomar and Pt. Joe, sighted on
Feb. 7 (Brent, Skipper of "Randy I"). Later in day seen
from Pt. Lobos (C. Cureton).
Bottlenose Dolphin - Our "El Nino" driven incursion has
apparently ended. Not seen after Jan. 12 (see last Soundings).
Pacific Whitesided Dolphin - 1 long, long dead specimen on
Monterey State Beach on Feb. 2J (skull to UCSC, Long Marine
Lab., R. Wells). JO animals in 6 feeding SUb-groups on
Feb. 26, 4-6 miles west of Pt. Pinos (Baldridge, Shearwater)
Common Dolphin - unusually frequent in this past "EI Nino"
year. 150 at "A" Buoy off Fort Ord on Feb. 12 (Shearwater)
JO-40 offshore Bixby Creek Bridge Feb. 18 (D. Lemon, Skipper
"Star of Monterey"); JO animals 4-5 miles NW Moss Landing
on Feb. 24 (J. Christman, Skipper of RV "Scammon"); reported
near Pt. Pinos Feb. 26 (N. Lemon, Skipper of "Holiday");
30-40 2-) miles W of Moss Landing march 5 (S. baldridge,
D. Croll).
Cuvier's Beaked Whale - ) animals possibly this species
observed 26 miles SW Pt. Pinos Feb. 26. They gave us the
slip before confirmed identification could be made
(Baldridge, Shearwater). Very rare locally, last recorded
a party of 4, Dec. 1981.
Oall Porpoise - 4-6 animals Carmel Submarine Canyon Feb. ~
(Shearwater); 4 animals lt miles off Cypress Pt. Feb 11
(Shearwater) .
Harbor Seal - a dead premature pup Hopkins Marine Station
Feb. 24. Normal birhts start in April (Baldridge).
Southern Sea Otter - Mother-pup pairs much in evidence
just now. 2 well publicized o~phan pups were taken to
the Monterey Bay Aquarium. At least 2 animals were seen
to feed on "El Nino" transported pelagic red crabs
(BaldridKe). 3 reports of animals ashore.·
SOUNDINGS NOTEBOOK
What On Earth ....• A Program of Environmental Interests
Jo Stallard will be moderating a new radio program on
KAZU (90.3 FM) each Friday starting March 16 at 7.30.
Programs will inform the pUbli.c of nature-related activities
and environmental issues. She will interview scientists.
local. state and national environmentalists and others.
The March 23 program is entitled "Monterey Bay Marine
Sanctuary --- Yes or No". Guests will be Carol Fulton and
Alan Baldridge.
Xour dog is eating ~?
What swims like Esther Williams. walks like Charlie
Chaplin. dresses like a maitre d' and may soon serve as
high protein animal food? .• Answer. Penguins!
With world opinion puting pressure on countries which
5·
utilize whales for food to cease whaling, the harvesting of
penguins is becoming an attractive option. The hunting of
penguins and their eggs for commercial purposes has been ~~
illegal since 1959, but recently the Japanese have peti- ~
tioned Argentina to be again allowed to harvest the Magel-
lanic' Penguin.
Western man's first encounter with penguins came in
1519 when they were sighted by one Antonio Pigafitta, a
tourist-class passenger on Magellan's trip around the world,
At first they were a curiosity. Soon they became breakfast.
lunch and dinner for the early explorers, and as recently
as 20 years ago their eggs were still listed on menus in
restaurants along the Strait of Magellan.
Although man's first interests in penguins were culi-
nary, scientists have since taken a scholarly interest in
their evolution and adaptations. Fossils over 70 million
years old suggest that the birds were once airborne. In-
habiting only the Southern Hemisphere. penguins have adap-
ted to climates ranging from 107°F near the Equator to -BOoF
in the Antarctic. Only two species live on polar ice, the
others being distributed along the fertile currents which
spread north from the Antarctic to the Equator. Like our
local Sea Otter. penguins havg a high metabolic rate and
are so well insulated that sometimes keeping cool is more
of a problem than keeping warm.
It's sad to think that penguins may yet join the
ranks of creatures who have survived millions of years of
predation. disease and famine, only to succumb to man's
appetite for the exotic.
6.
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MONTEREY BAY CHAPTER OF THE AMERICAN CETACEAN SOCIETY
VOL. 4)
Next Meeting: April 26, 1984 7:)0 PM
Location: Fisher Laboratory Building, Hopkins Marine
Station, Pacific Grove
Speaker: Peter Thomas
Topic: "Right Whales and Other Wildlife of Peninsula
Valdez, Argentina."
Having hopefully acquired the armchair travel bug by
"visiting" Hawaii, Baja California and Newfoundland in
recent programs, this month's speaker takes us to Argentina's
Peninsula Valdez. Peter Thomas. University of California
at Davis graduate and student of animal behavior. has spent
two years in Argentina studying the Southern Right Whale,
especially mother-calf relationships. He will talk and
show slides of his studies and also of the birds and other
cetaceans which make this area such a rich experience £or
wildli~e enthusiasts.
1.
CHAPl'ER NEWS
Beachwatchers
ACS members and friends who wish to enlist in the Beach-
watcher stranded marine mammal assistance program may get
their manuals and badges at the ACS General Meetings. A
donation of $).00 to cover printing costs is appreciated.
Newsletter
During the years ACS-Monterey has been in existence. our
newsletter has always been the work of a few individuals.
Formats and styles have changed, but still not
enough members have chosen to c:ontribute their talents and
ideas to our monthly publication. Periodically, we ask our
membership to donate their time and skills to help the
workings and activities of the Chapter. This is such a time.
We need your help. We need your ideas. We need your talents
and we need your input. We encourage everyone to consider
contributing short articles. artwork. format suggestions
and especially to help in assembling, labeling and mailing
the "SOUNDINGS".
We want the newsletter to be more than just a one-way
informational piece. We want it also to reflect the thoughts,
activities and concerns of the local membership. We want
"SOUNDINGS" to be your newsletter - please join us in our
efforts.
2.
7u~I!JO
ISOUNDINGS NOTEBOOK
Net Entanglement
It has been estimated that as many as 50.000 North Pacific
fur seals die annually after becomming entangled in lost
or discarded fishing gear and other debris. Following an
analysis of the types of net fragments lost or thrown away
at sea compared with those observed on sub-adult males on
beaches or rookeries. U.S. scientists indicated tfiat such
entanglements may be a primary cause of the decline in the
North Pacific fur seal population. (Marine Mammal News.
Dec. 198)
Acoustic Tank
A special tank that is wired for sound is being built at
UCSC's Long Marine Laboratory. The tank. a gift from
Joseph M. Long, co-founder of the Longs Drug Store chain,
will allow scientists to observe the behaviors of dolphins
and other sea-living mammals as their communications are
recorded and graphed.
J .
Project Earthwatch
ACS members may be interested in the following EAHTH~'JA'.rCH
programs. These field experiments. conducted by leading
scientists. allow amateurs to participate in real cetacean
research. Volunteers pay their own travel expenses, as well
as a fee for the course, however this is tax deductible.
since EARTHWATCH is a non-profit organization. For more
information. contact Patricia Faul - 624-5257.
1. Language Comprehension by Bottlenose Dolphins (Tursiops
truncatus. Hawaii. Dr. Louis M. Herman. Director of
Kewalo Basin Marine Mammal Lab and associates.
2. Vessel Traffic and the Distribution of Humpback Whales.
Hawaii. Dr. Louis M. Herman (see above) and associates.
J. Gray Whale Feeding Behavior and Prey Communities along
Vancouver Island. British Columbia. Dr. John S. Oliver.
Adjunct Professor. Moss Landing Marine Labs. and associates.
4. Population Biology and Behavior of Atlantic Bottlenose
Dolphins (Tursiops truncatus). Florida. Randall S. Wells.
Graduate Researcher. J. M. Long Marine Lab. UCSC.
Welcome to our newest member. Denise Lindquist.
c
__e---..~
4.
RECENT CETACEAN OBSERVATIONS
- Compiled by Alan Baldridge
Ca~ifornia Gray Whale - 1 eXhibiting surface feeding be-
havior (on Mysid swarms?) in ) Pacific Grove kelp beds on
March 6. (B. Head. L. Jirel. skipper of Allstar. and A.
Baldridge). Gray whales appear to feed very rarely in
Monterey Bay Area. Several courting pairs and trios were
seen on a calm sea 14 mi. off Moss Landing on March 7
(Dr. B. Wuersig and students). A "kettle drum" like sound
was recorded. They interacted with Right whale dolphins.
Mother/calf pairs will be in transit through the area
from now until early May.
Killer Whale - 5 animals. including 1 adult male. at
Granite Canyon DFG Lab. on March 5 (D. Ebert, E. Segna.
fide J. Houk. DFG). An adult male was off nearby Rocky
. Point Restaurant on March 8 (J'. Head).
Pacific White-sided Dolphins - 200 animals 14 mi. west of
. Moss Landing on March 7 (Dr. 13, Wuersig and students).
Com~on Dolphin - This El Nino-driven species continues to
be unusually abundant. On March 7. )00 were 14 mi. west of
Moss Landing (B. Wuersig and students. D. Lemon, skipper
of Star of Monter~ ). 20 plus were near "A" buoy off
Fort Ord on March 1) (P. ~ason). Finally on April ), 100
plus were t mi. offshore Otter Pt. to Pt. Pinos. Pacific
Grove (E. Head. A. Baldridge).
~ Northern Right Whale Dolphin - 6 to 10 animals 14 mi. west
of Moss Landing harbor entrance on March 7 (B. Wuersig and
students).
Harbor Porpoise
harbor entrance
students) .
- 6 seen on March 7 close to Moss Landing
and 3 or 4 off Soquel (E. Wuersig and
5·
Ca~ifornia Sea.Lion - Very few at Monterey Breakwater or Pt.
Lobos during this period. Perhaps they were part of the
huge assemblage of 1600 at Grimes Pt.Beach south of Big
Sur on March 10 (A. Baldridge).
Southern Sea Otter - From 6 to 1J otters have been present
in Moss Landing harbor near Hwy 1 bridge in late March and
early April. including a mother-pup pair. Single otters
have been seen there infrequently in recent years.
Harbor Seal - A rare fox-red colored animal at Hopkins
Marine Station on March 7. Later, the same or another
similar individual was at Pt. Lobos (A. Baldridge. J.
Harrison). Pupping in this species will start in earnest
in mid-April and continue through May.
MON'rER~Y BAY J~C$. J!OAR~~EMBERS - 1984
President: Esta Lee Albright (J75-1658)
Vice Pres. :Sheila Baldridge (J72-J809)
Secretary:Nancy Norton (J75-6497)
Treasurer:Joy Osborne (J75-2145)
Membership: Jean Theisen .~ J72-229J)
Newsletter:Milos Radakov1ch (J?J-J79U)
Nancy Norton (J?5-649?)
Historian:Alison Tomlin (J75-8601)Speci.~l Events: Merilyn Georgevich (J94-0511~)
Members at Large:Alan Baldridge (J7J-6658)
Dob Western (J73-7279)
Dr. steven Webster (J7J-7676)
Dr. Thomas Williams (375-5570)
Judson Vandevere (J72-6001)
Randy Puckett (66J-4494 )
Mary Rodriguez (J75-59Jl)
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MONTEREY BAY CHAPTER OF THE AMERICAN CETACEAN SOCIETY
Next Meeting: May )1, 1984 7:)0
location: Fisher Laboratory BUildin~, ~opkins Marine
Station, Pacific Grove
Speaker: Dr. Jim Estes
Tobie: The Pacific Walrus: Jo1nt American-Soviet Stun1es
1n Alaskan Waters.
Dr. Jim Estes, our May speaker, is a Research Biolo~ist
with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, and holds a joint
appointment as Adjunct Professor at the Center for Coastal
Marine Studies at U.C. Santa Cruz. Although well known
for his sea otter-kelp forest studies, his talk to our ~roup
will cover recent researoh on the Pacifio Walrus in Alaska.
These pinnipeds, which are second in s1ze only to the ele-
phant seal, are found in the Berin~ and Chukchi Seas wh~re
~y " 1984
they haul out in densely packed herds. Jim's studies, some
of which have heen conducted jointly with scientists from
the USSR, include ta~gin~ experiments to learn more about
the status of the walrus, its biology, and how the popula-
tion 1s affected by Eskimo hunting." He has an impressive
slide collection which he will share with us.
CHAPTER NEWS
Cetaceanery
For sale at the next General Meeting (May ;1) and thereafter,
will be packs of special whale stationary produced for us by
Robin Lee of San Pedro. She ~as been illustrating for the
American Cetacean Society fo~ the past seven years, as
well as for the Cousteau Society and Greenpeaoe. Her
"Cetaceanery" will be availabl~ in packages of 10. We
are asking .~4 per pack, and proceeds will augment our
Chapter's coffers.
IWC Representation
ACS National is putting out a plea to all Chapters for
assistance in funding a representative at the International
Ahaling Commission Meetin~s in Buenos Aires this summer.
It 1s particularly important that ACS be represented this
year as there is need to convince the few nations Which
2
are stll1 whaling (prlnclpally Japan. Russia and Norway)
to agree to stop their killing. Also. it is qu1te certain
that attempts will be made to increase the quota of the
greatly endangered bowhead whales the Eskimos will be per-
mltted to take for "subsistence". Present quotas are con-
s1dered much too hlgh. Our Chapter wll1 be responding by
agaln passlnF the blue can for donatlons. Your generoslty
at the last meetlng netted us (and the whales) over $40,
so bring your spare change - especially the sllent kind -
and help out. Should you care to.take a more active part
in the protest, you may send letters to Presldent Regan,
The White House, Washlngton, D.C. 20500 and make your
feelings known on the whaling issue.
Membership
Welcome to the following new Chapter members:
Elaine D. Cross Stephen I. Miller Kristin Tague
and special thanks to those of you who have shown your
contlnulng support:
R. D. Bethel and Famlly
Dr. Valerie Brown
Willlam F. Bryan
Ann Slmonds Fllbln
Wendy Hyden
Robert Lyhne
Mary Rodrlguez
Alison Tomlin
Steven Webster
R~CENT MARINE MAMMAL CBSERVATIONS
Compiled by Alan Baldridge
California Gray Whale - Surprisingly few reported during
the past month. The anticipated showing of mother-calf
palrs was dissappointing and suggests an earlier March
mi~ration, with few in April. The whales were said to have
departed Guerrero Negro La~oon in Baja California three
weeks early. Sin~le Grays, perhaps the last. were at Pacific
Grove and Cypress Pt. on May 13 (8. Weed, etc.). A fresh
dead· male found near Morrow Bay on May 4 had died 1n a ~ill
net (s. Owen. Dept. F. and G.).
Minke Whale - 1 at Granite Canyon Shellfish CUlture Lab
on April 30 (J. Houk, Dept. F. and G.) Th1s 1s the f1rst
of the sprin~.
~back Whale - 2 animals 2 mi. west of Pt. Joe on April
30 (D. Lemon, Star of Monterey). First of the year.
Ba1rd's Beaked Whale - A pod of these rare lar~e whales,
variously reported from 12 - 20 in number, 5 or 6 miles
WNW of Pt. P1nos over the Submarine Canyon. Seen May 5. 7,
12 and 1) (D. Lemon, N. Lemon, R. Ternullo, A. Baldrid~e
and D. Shearwater on 13th).
Common DOlphin - 40 animals near "A" buoy off Ft. Ord. on
April )0 (A. Baldridge).
Pacific White-Sided Dolphin - 2 animals with Risso's
dolphins on April 27 (D. Shearwater).
Risso's Dolphins - 300+ animals widely scattered 2-4 mi. WNW
off Pt. Pinos on April 27 (D. Shearwater). Again spotted
on May 9 (D. Lemon).
Harbor Porpoise - )0+ animals from Capitola to Moss Land1n~
with 2 more off Ft. Ord on May 1 (B. WursiF. J. Guerrero.
Moss Land1n~ ML).
California Sea Lion - 600 animals on Monterey Breakwater
on May 1) as animals near spring peak durln~ southward
m1gration (A. Baldr1d~e, D. Shearwater).
4
.'
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Harbor Seal - Pups are numerous at all usual places. A rare
mahogany red adult at Arrowhead Pt., Stillwater Cove, P. B.
on May 11 and 1) (D. Shearwater, A. Baldridge). Similar
individuals have also been seen at Hopkins Marine Station
and Pt. Lobos.
Southern Sea otter - Use of Moss Landln~ Harbor near Hwy
1 bridge over Elkhorn Slough has increased. 22 animals
were counted there on May 4 (B. Stephenson, MLML).
5
, ~.:
'Twenty seven miles west of the Golden Gate. near the
ed~ of the Continental Shelf, lies a group of five granltic
islands and associated rocks called the The Farallons. These
lslands and the waters surroundlnF them are now part of the
newly formed (1981) Point Reyes-Farallons Islands National
Marine Sanctuary. Sanctuary status was conferred on this
vast area because of the many rare and endan~ered species
found here: Blue and Humpback whales. Peregrine Falcons.
Brown Pelicans and Tufted Puffins. Also. The Farallons are
the largest sea-bird breeding colony in the contIguous
United States. The rooky cliffs provide homes for 12 specie~
totaling over 250.000 individuals,includinp; thell1ack Oyster-
catcher. Western Gull. storm petrels. cormoranta and five
types of alolds--the "penguins" of the Northern Hemisphere.
And as if this wasn't enough. 5 different pinniped (seals
and sea lions) species totaling nearly 3.000 individuals
orowd the beaches and rocks to breed or merely soak up the
sun.
Soon Hawkeye's Paoific Adventures will be sailing from
Pillar Point Harbor~ Half Moon Bay. to The Farallon. Islands
every weekend (Saturday and Sunday, 8 A.M.-4 P.M.; $35.
lunch not inoluded) beginning 6/3 through 9/30.
James "HaWkeye" Rondeau 1s a degreed biolo~ist
photographer. an experienced, naturalist. having spent
years studyin~'and photographing the flora and fauna of
the California coastal zone.
Increases in Certain Membership Dues
ACS has alertp.r1 us to the folloWing changes 1n dues:
Student - H8
Senlor - S15 (two seniors ln a family. ~25)
Foreign - $25
Other membership dues remain unchanged.
Slnp:le - ~20
Family -$25
6
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MONTEREY BAY CHAPTER OF THE AMERICAN CETACEAN SOCIETY
Next Meeting: June 28, 1984 7:30
Location: Fisher Laboratory Building, Hopkins Marine Station
Pacific Grove
Speaker: Or. Gene Haderlie
Topic: Barnacles as Hitchhikers on the World's Largest Mammals
Dr. Gene Haderlie, outstanding lecturer and longtime faculty
member in the Department of Oceanography at the Naval Postgraduate
School, will talk about the intriguing life cycles of the barnacles
which spend their adult life attached to the slower moving whales.
What triggers spawning in the Lagoons of Baja to synchronize with the
arrival of the Grays? How do barnacles attach themselves? Are certain
areas of the whale's body favored over others1 These are some of
the questions Dr. Haderlie will discuss. Barnacles ~re fascinating
not only for their effect on whales, but also as they relate to
'problems for sea-going vessels. Dr. Haderlie is co-author of the
landmark volume Intertidal Invertebrates of California.
;'
I' Following the break, there will be a multi-media presentation
of slides and music entitled "WindO\'I into Monterey Bay" arranged
by Dr. Steven Webster of the Monterey Bay Aquarium. The slides will
show the various habitats which are the concern of the soon-to-be-
opened facility.
1
CHAPTER NEWS
The PRINCESS and the Whales
For all of you who have been meaning to take a trip on Monterey Bay
but just haven't gotten around to it, the golden opportunity has
arrived. Our own Chapter member, Mr. Benji Shake, owner of the
elegant 100 ft. luxury yacht PRINCESS MONTEREY, has offered us his
boat and crew for two Sunday morning cruises, July 1 and 8. All
proceeds from these bird and cetacean-viewing excursions will go
to our Chapter. Naturalists Alan Baldridge and Milos Radakovich
will be aboard to provide commentary on birds, whales and other
marine life. Boarding will begin at 7:30 AM, cruises last from
8 to 11. Tickets are only $15 for adults and $8 for children under
14. The PRINCESS holds 155 passengers, so bring lots of friends,
warm coats and binoculars. These promise to be fabulous trips and
will directly benefit our Chapter, so make your reservations with
a special thank-you to Mr. Shake. (Reservations: ACS Cruises, Sunday
July 1 and 8, PRINCESS MONTEREY, 372 - BOAT (2628), 90 Fisherman's
Wharf) •
IWC Donations
Those of you attending the last two General Meetings at Hopkins
noticed the blue "Sandy Can" being passed around yet again. These
cans, which were originally used to collect money for Sandy the Gray
Whale now residing in front of the Pacific Grove Museum of Natural
History, have been put to a number of good uses over the past few
years. Their most recent revival was for receiving contributions r.
which will enable an ACS representative to attend crucial International
Whaling Commission meetings in Buenos Aires this summer. The can is
still working - we collected over $60 which has been duly forwarded
to Natio~al headquarters. Thanks to all of you who assisted.
2
Cetaceanery Sales
Robin Lee's notepaper will be for sale at General Meetings from now
~
on. Response was gratifying at the last meeting. This is the be-
ginning of several money-making projects we hope to implement in the
coming year. Anyone wishing to purchase the stationary between
meetings may contact Merilyn Georgevich, 394-0514.
Monterey County Fair - ACS Booth
Our Chapter will be joining representatives from 6 or 8 environmental
groups in staffing a booth at the County Fair in August. In so doing,
we will be able to advertiz~ all groups, while splitting the cost and
the work. We will need volunteers from our membership to assist,
so please let Merilyn know if you will be available and willing.
Membership
A cordial welcome to the following new Monterey Bay Chapter members:
Michael C. Caskey
Pam Feld
Gregory Silber
Kristin Tague
3
RECENT MARINE MAMt4Al OBSERVATIONS
Compiled by Alan Baldridge
California Gray Hhale - The last were a cow/calf. pair l;t mile off
I~oss Landing on May 20, and another cow/calf pair just south of Pt.
Sur on May 22 (T. Dahl, UCSC). An estimated 20 ft. calf was seen
inside Moss Landing Harbor on June 11 (R. Kvitek, B. Anderson).
Elsewhere a 17 ft. calf was found dead at Sea Ranch, Sonoma Co.
on May 15 (per S. Webster) and a cow/calf pair was in San Leandro
Bay at Oakland on June 3.
Minke Whale - Customary summer visitors have arrived with two animals
off Otter Pt., Pacific Grove on May 28, and one near 'A' Buoy off
Ft. Ord (B. Head, K. Kohatsu, W. Gilly). One off Hopkins Marine
Station on r~ay 30 (S. Henderson). A distinctively double-scarred
individual seen repeatedly off Pacific Grove May 31 through June 6
(J. Stern).
Humpback Whale - 1 - 2 seen almost daily since May 29 in the area
up to 4 miles west of Pt. Pinos (D. Lemon, Skipper of Star of Monterey).
Two moving north at Pt. Lobos on June 7 (R. Bethel).
Blue Whale - Two animals, 1 estimated at 65 ft. and accompanied by
Dall·s Porpoises 4 miles west of Pt. Pinos on May 29. The first of
the year locally (Kathleen Temple of the Captain Banjo, plus 3 other
party boat skippers).
Harbor Porpoise - One animal a mile northwest of Lovers· Pt., Pacific
Grove, about May 30 (J. Stern).
Dall's PoraOise - 16 animals 4 miles northwest of Pt. Pinos May 13(A. Baldri ge, D. Shean~ater).
Common Dolphin - 28 - 30 animals less than 2 miles west of Pt. Joe,
Pebble Beach on May 29 (T. Dohl, UCSC).
Blainville's Beaked Whale - Elsewhere a 15 ft. adult female dead,
Ventura State Beach June A. This is only the second recorded for
the west coast of North America. Specimen sent to Santa Barbara
r·1useum of Natural History. (Santa Barbara News Pr.ess, June 5).
California Sea Lion - Only 12 animals, all old males, left at
Monterey Breakwater by June 5, following southward migration for
breeding.
4
'I
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Southern Sea otter - 3 deaths by drowning in gill and trammel nets
set off Monterey's Holiday Inn area along the 10 - 11 fathom line
on June 4, 9 and l1-(Cal. Dept. of Fish and Game). Use of Moss
Landing Harbor by~ plus animals continued throughout the period
(Mass Landing Marine Labs).
Bonus Species:
Baskinf Shark - Plankton abundance following El Nino has createdsui tab e feeding again for this huge shark. Three were seen 5 miles
off the Salinas Rivermouth in mid-April and 2 7.5 miles off Pigeon
Pt. San Mateo Co. on May 8 (Moss Landing ML Staff). An incredible
200 - 300 were seen from the air 8 - 10 miles from Pismo Reach
north to Avila, associated with "red water", 1 - 3 miles offshore
(J. Houk, Dept. Fish and Game). None were noted in 1983.
5
The editors wish to express their appreciation to special friend
anrl colleague David Shonman for the use of his typewriter.
Hawkeye's Pacific Adventures
It must have been a fluke - the kind we hope is NOT sighted too
frequently in SOUNDINGS - but last month we neglect~d to include a
.
phone number in our story about Hawkeye Rondeau's exceptional
nature-viewing trips to the Farallon Islands. His voyages leave
Pillar Point Harbor at Half Moon Bay at 8 AM, returning at 4 PM,
each Saturday and Sunday. The rates, $35 per person, are the lowest
around for this trip. The farralons, located 27 miles west of San
Francisco, are a wildlife sanctuary providing refuge for thousands
of birds and marine mammals. For more information, Hawkeye can be
reached at 1 - 374-3027, or write him at 4068 Petulla Court, San
Jose, CA. 95124.
MONTEREY BAY ACS.BOARD MEMBERS - 1984
Pre~id~ntl Eata Lee Albright (J75-1658)
Vice Pres .•Sheila Baldridge (372-3809)
SecretaryaNancy Norton (J7S-6497)
TreasurerlJoy Osborne ()75-2145)
MembershipaJean Theisen (372-2293)
Newsletter.Milos Radakovich (37)-)798)
Nancy Norton (375-6497)
HistorianlAlison Tomlin ()75-8601)
Special EventslMerilyn Georgevich (394-0514)
Members at Large.Alan Baldridge (373-6658)
Bob Western (J73-7279)
Dr. Steven Webster (373-7676)
Dr. Thomas Williams (375-5570)
Judson Vandevere (372-6001)
Randy Puckett (663-4494)
Mary Rodriguez (375-5931)
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"ONTEREY BAY CHAPTER OF THE AMERICAN CETACEAN SOCIETY
Next Meeting: July 26, 1984 7:30 PM
Location: Fisher Laboratory Building, Hopkins Marine Station
Pad fi c Grove
Speaker: Milos Radakovich
Topic: Echolocation in Marine Mammals
Since their return to an aquatic lifestyle 25-60 million years
ago, marine mammals have evolved numerous adaptations to help them
. ~ deal with life in the water. Few of these adaptations are as remark-
able or as versatile as the ability of some to project and receive a
spectrum of sounds, analyzing the echoes for information about food,
danger, mates, and their environment. Do they talk to each other? Do
they talk to us? Do we know? Join us on the 26th and find out!
About our Speaker: Milos is a marine mamm~ogist; a teacher; an
. ~illustrator. With a B.A. in Marine Biology from S. F. State University,
Milos carried on post graduate studies at Moss Landing Marine Labs.,
\ Hopkins Marine Station and Stanford's Biosonar Lab in Fremont, CA.,
with emphasis on underwater research techniques, biological illustration,
and the adaptive physiology and behavior of marine mammals. At present,
in addition to working as a technical writer for a local manufacturing
firm, Milos is Science Chairman for the Monterey Peninsula Lyceum and
regularly leads natural history boat trips on Monterey Bay.
CHAPTER NEWS
PRINCESS MONTEREY Trips
Two wonderfully successful voyages on Monterey Bay have brought over
$2300 to our Chapter, thanks to the generosity of Mr. Benji Shake. He
donated all proceeds from the Sunday morning excursions aboard his
PRINCESS. Eager participants were treated to encounters with humpback
whales,Oall porpoises, sealions, blue sharks and jellyfish. On and
above the water were flights of gulls, terns, phalaropes, Cassin's
auklets and albatross. Rare sightings included a Pomarine Jaeger and
a "pelagic" hummingbird (possibly a Ruffous on his way from Mexico to
the Pacific NW). Naturalists Alan Baldridge and Milos Radakovich joined
both trips, providing information and a contagious enjoyment of nature
which affected all aboard. Many thanks to you both for your time and
.your skill, and to our Chapter President, Esta lee Albright for arranging
it all. Thanks also for the expert boat handling exhibited by Mr.
·Shake's Captain and crew, who donated their time for our cause.
Monterey County Fair Booth
Our Chapter will be sharing a booth with several other environmentally
active organizations at this year's fair. On Wednesday, August 29,
we will be responsible for staffing the booth with ACS personnel, and
handing out literature for all the organizations. On this day also, we
will be allowed to sell items such as buttons and stationery. We need
pairs of volunteers to work in shifts from 10 AM to 10 PM. We could
also use some assistance in preparing a Chapter Display!!! If any
of you can help, please contact Merilyn Georgevich (394-0514) for
further details.
-z.-
ACS National Conference
ACS Teaching Kit
The ACS Teaching Kit, a superb presentation of slides and taped
information, is now available for use in schools or by groups interested
in learning more about cetaceans. If you would like to borrow it,
please contact our President, Esta lee Albright (375-1658).
~TV\h
By now you should have received notificati~n-of AC~ First Biennial
Conference and Symposium to be held in Montere~over the labor Day
Weekend, August 31 - September 3. A variety of interesting and inform-
ative events are planned, both social and scholastic, including speakers,
whale art, and field trips. We hope many of you are planning to attend.
Debra Shearwater, co-ordinator of the conference, has asked that our
Chapter members assist in staffing a registration/hospitality booth
which will remain open during the entire meeting. She has further
stated that those members volunteering 8 or more hours to the cause
~ will be allowed to attend the symposium at no charge. This would include:
all lectures and presentations, but not meals. For further information
and to schedule times, please contact Debi (688-6716).
Membership
The Monterey Bay Chapter - ACS cordially welcomes the following new .
members to our growing family:
Betty Allen
Susan Crosson
Cynthia and Josh Karanis
Addison and Alice Harris
Mr. and Mrs. William von Christierson
Bonnie Hearn
Mr. and Mrs Winslow B. Johnson
w. C. Loveless
Pamela Keenan
SOUNDINGS NOTEBOOK
REWARD!
Alan Baldridge has informed us that the Center for Environmental
Education is offering a reward of up to $1000 for information leading
to the arrest and conviction of lIany person who kills, maims, tortures,
or otherwise harms any marine animal protected by the Marine Mammal
Protecti on Act and the Endangered Speci es Act II. Thi s reward offer
applies to whales, porpoises, seals, seal ions, walruses, manatees and
sea otters. In case you witness any violations, you should report
them to the National Marine Fisheries Service Enforcement Division
(707/ 445-0456). You may also call the Center for Environmental Educa-
Hon (202/ 737-3600) •
.'
Seal ion Harassment
The justice system does prevail!! In April, 1982, two young men were
arrested on Wharf #2 for throwing fish stuffed with explosives to a
group of sealions. The men were tried twice in Monterey courts, and
both times were acquitted by a hung jury. Upset with the outcome of
the case, NOAA lawyer Aileen Cooney filed charges with the Department
of Commerce, charging cruelty under the Marine Mammal Protection Act.
On June 27, 1984, the Administrative Law Judge (who deals with marine-
related cases) issued his decision, finding both men guilty and fining
them $5000 each. Details should be forthcoming in the local papers.
-4-
"West Coast Marine Mammal Conference
The Scientific Committee of the California Marine Center has just
announced its First Annual West Coast Marine Mammal Conference. These
two-day meetings will focus on marine mammal strandings, medicine,
husbandry, handling techniques and current research topics. Speakers
will cover pinnipeds, cetaceans and sea otters. The conference is
scheduled for September 14 - 16, and will be held at Morrison Auditorium,
California Academy of Science, Golden Gate Park, San Francisco. Anyone
interested in attending may receive further details by calling or
writing Jan Roletto, Curator, California Marine Mammal Center, Fort
Cronkhite, California 94956 (415/ 331-SEAL).
Sea Otter Relocation
The California Department of Fish and Game is conducting a special
hearing on the possible relocation of a population of sea otters from
the Monterey Bay area to San Miguel Island off the Southern California
coast. The transfer is viewed as a possible way to preserve the
species by providing an alternate population offshore in the event of
widespread coastal otter devestation. The public is invited to attend {
this discussion, which will be held on Wednesday, July 25. 7 PM in the
Monterey City Council Chambers.
RECENT MARINE MAMMAL OBSERVATIONS
Compiled by Alan Baldridge
Minke Whale - One at Lover's Point, Pacific Grove on June 15 (W. Magruder).
Elsewhere il26.5 ft. freshly dead individual just south of Pescadero
State Beach,'San Mateo Co. Skull and stomach contents to UCSC, June
15 (T. Dohl, UCSC).
Humpback Whale - Two at Yankee Pt. on June 14 (F. Ciesla). Seen in
Bay on June 18 (R. Ternullo). Two on north side of Monterey Submarine
Canyon on June 23 (N. lemon). Two pair.s 2 and 6 miles west of Pt. Pinos
on July 1 (A. Baldridge, M. Radakovich, et !l. on Princess Monterey).
- .,-
Blue Whale - One animal 3 to 5 miles southwest of Ano Nuevo Island
June 9 (T. Dohl).
Harbor Por oise - Several in northeast Monterey Bay on June 4 (MLMl
transect. SlX seen in same area on June 18 (MLML transect).
Dall's Porpoise - Three animals 2 miles west of Pt. Pinos July 1 (A.
Baldridge,lM. Radakovich, et al on Princess Monterey). Groups of 12,
3 and 2 animals 5 miles west of Pt. Pinos July 7 (A. Baldridge, M.
Radakovich, et !lon Princess Monterey).
Pacific Whitesided Dolphin - Six animals over Monterey Submarine Canyon
on June 18 (MLML Transect). .
Risso's Dolphin - Twenty-three animals 3 miles off Pescadero, San
Mateo Co. on June 29 (T. Dohl).
Southern Sea Otter - Female with large pup inside Moss Landing Harbor
on June 18, where pups are rare (MlML Staff). Use of Moss Landing
by 13 plus animals continued throughout the period (MlML Staff).
Legislation to enforce a 15 fathom depth minimum for gill nets in
Monterey Bay has been signed by the Governor.
California Seal ion - A near complete departure of all animals from
our area has taken place with the cnset of breeding in Southern
California. Only 5 animals at Pt. Lobos on June 30 and only 2 at
Monterey Breakwater on July 1 and 7 (A. Baldridge).
Steller Seal ion - An immature male at Pt. lobos on June 23 was the
only report there this summer (J. Vandevere).
Bonus Species
Baskin1Shark -Five seen from the air near San Simeon about June 3T. Doh, UCSC). 12 to 15 below [salen. Big Sur. on June 18 (D.
Bianchetti). A 23-25 foot animal killed in a gillnet and brought into
Monterey on June 21. Groups of 5 and 3 just offshore at Pacifica,
San Mateo Co. on June 29 (T. Dohl, UCSC).
Blue Shark - The usual summer influx is starting to take place. One
seen on July 1 and 8 on July 7 (A. Baldridge, M. Radakovich, et !l
on Princess Monterey).
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~'\t~~NDINGS
HONTEREY BAY CHAPTER OF THE AMERICAN CETACEAN SOCIETY
TUERE WILL BE NO LECTURE IN AUGUST
The Conference is in Town!
This month there will be no General Meeting and Lecture. Instead,
Chapter members are invited to attend the welcome and reception being
held for ACS Mational Conference participants on Thursday, August
30 from 5 to 8 PM at the Old Monterey Whaling Station behind Heritage
Harbor (not the Whaling Station restaurant). After a no-host coctail
hour, Alan Baldridge will give a talk entitled "Monterey Shore
Whaling: a Brief History".
This event will allow members who are unable to attend the
conference to meet with ACS members from other Chapters, and to
participate in some of the activities. Reservations are necessary.
The cost is $5 per person, and checks should be sent to Debi
Shearwater, Conference Organizer, P.O. Box 7440, Santa Cruz, CA.
95061.
Art Exhibit
Also open to the public on Friday, August 31 from 4 to 9 PM is the
exciting Art Show on exhibit in the main lobby of the Holiday Inn.
Twelve artists will be displaying their works, including paintings,
drawings, watercolors, photographs, sculptures and jewelry.
1.
CHAPTER NEWS
Whale-watching on Monterey Baj[
On Sunday, August 19, the Princess Monterey will again cruise Monterey
Bay, affording those on board a splendid opportunity to view whales,
dolphins, porpoises, birds, and other marine life. Owner Benji Shake
has donated all proceeds from this trip to our Chapter to be used
for special projects. Naturalists aboard the 3-hour excursion will
be Milos Radakovich and David Shonman, ·who will provide identification
and commentary. Boarding time on Sunday morning will be 7:30, with
departure at 8 AM. Tickets are $15 for adults, $8 for children under
14. Reservations: 372-BOAT.
2.
RECENT MARINE r1AMMAL OBSERVATIONS
Compiled by Alan Baldridge
Minke Whale - Good numbers now present. One animal at Hopkins Marine
Station, Pacific Grove on July 20 (A. Baldridge) and 2 animals off
Granite Canyon Shellfish Culture Lab, Rocky Pt. (A. Baldridge, J.
Houk). Two plus 2 animals 2 miles off Moss Landing on July 24,(M. Prince, Skipper R/V Cayuse, Moss Landing Marine Labs). One
animal at Otter Pt., Pacific Grove on July 31 (B. Head).
Humpback Whale - Good numbers were present. Nine animals moving NE
in a loose aggregation 28 miles off Moss Landing on July 10 (T.Dohl,
UCSC). Two animals breaching simultaneously 2 miles off Asilomar
State Beach, Pacific Grove on July 20 (A. Baldridge). Two animals
on July 23/24 near Cypress Pt., Pebble Beach (A. Baldridge). One
animal close to Carmel Pt., Carmel, on July 27 (per A. Baldridge).
Hatbor Porpoise - Circa 20 animals on July 18 near Cement Ship, Cap-
itola, Santa Cruz Co. (J. Guerrero, MLML Transect).
Oallis Porpoise - 8/10 animals on July 18 off Moss Landing (MLML
Transect). 20 an'imals west of the Peninsula on July 28 (A. Baldridge,
D. Shearwater). 21· animals in 7 groups on August 3, mostly over
Monterey Submarine Canyon off Moss landing (A. Baldridge).
Pacific White-sided oollhin - A mixed Dallis Porpoise/White-sided
Dolphin school was 2 mi es west of Moss Landing on July 24 (M. Prince,
Skipper R/V Cayuse). 300 animals 8 miles west of Pt. Joe, Pebble
Beach on July. 28 (A. Baldridge, D. Shearwater). 30 animals with 40
California seal ions 6 miles west of Pt. Pinos on August 3 (A. Bald-
ridge).
Common Dolphin - Still present in this post-El Nino period, a
surprise. 100 animals on July 28 with 300 White-sided dolphins 8
miles west of Pt. Joe (A. Baldridge, D. Shearwater) and 150 animals
only 1.5 miles north of Pt. Pinos on August 3 (A. Baldridge). On
August 6, 2 animals were inside the Monterey Harbor (P. Mason),
and 25 were off Otter Pt., Pacific Grove that evening (B. Head).
California Seal ion - The northward return miQration is now taking
place, resulting in an increase to 100 animals on Monterey Breakwater
on August 3 (A. Baldridge).
3.
Bonus Spec; es :
Anchovies - Huge schools have been present in Monterey and Carmel
Bays, as well as elsewhere to the north and south. Results: massive
influx of Brown Pelicans, Heermann's gulls and Elegant terns, and
food for marine mammals.
Blue Shark - The usual summer influx continues, with good numbers well
inside Monterey Bay off Pacific Grove.
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Welcome to ne~ Chapter member Madelyn Miller!
4.
SOUNDINGS NOTEBOOK
Gill Net News
On June 20, Governor Deukmejian signed into law new gill net regula-
tions which have had wide-spread support among environmental groups.
The bill includes year-round closures to all entangling nets near
the Fara110nes, various May - September closures 1n key stretches of
the coast from Pt. Reyes to Ano Nuevo, extension of the permanent
10 fathom closure in Monterey Bay to 15 fathoms, restrictions on the
length of a net a boat can fish, and a moratorium on all new gill net
permits. Alan Baldridge has compiled the following table of ~i11 net
mortalities observed in the Holiday Inn to Fort Ord area since the
15 fathom limitation went into effect 6 weeks ago.
Harbor Porpoise - 1
Northern Elephant Seal - 2 (both pups)
Harbor Seals - 3 to 5 (all pups)
Southern Sea Otter - 0
Common Murre - 1
The actual numbers of mortalities are probably considerably greater,
since Fish and Game can monitor only a small percentage of the ~i11
net activity in the area.
5.
MONTEREY BAY ACS BOARD MEMBERS - 1984
President: Esta Lee Albright (375-1658)
Vice President: Sheila Baldridge (372-3809)
Secretary: Nancy Norton (375-6497)
Treasurer: Joy Osborne (375-2145)
Membership: Jean Theisen (372-2293)
Newsletter: Milos Radakovich (373-3798)
Nancy Norton (375-6497)
Historian: Alison Tomlin (375-8601)
Special Events: Merilyn Georgevich (394-0514)
Members At Large: Alan Baldrid~e (373-6658)
Bob Western (373-7279)
Dr. Steven Webster (373-7676)
Dr. Thomas Williams (375-5570)
Judson Vandevere (372-6001)
Mary Rodriguez (375-5931)
Randy Puckett (663-4494)
6.
ACSNATIONAL
The American Cetacean Society
National Headquarters
P.O. Box 2639
San Pedro. CA 90731
(213) 548·6279
LOCAL CHAPTERS
BoSlon, MA
Golden Gate/Marin County, CA
Los Angeles, CA
Monterey. CA
New York/New Jersey
Orange County, CA
Puget Sound, WA
S.m Diego, CA
Santa Barbara, CA
Sanla Monica, CA
WiJlamelle Valley. OR
MEMBERSHIP
APPLICATION
Fill out. t.he Corm,
detar.h, and mail to'
Hembership Ser.retary
American Cetecean Society
Honterey Bay Chapter
P.O. Dox ,m
Pari fir. G.·ovp, ('1\ QJ950-0405
(5
E
'"c
4
...
::Jg.
.5
...
<II
a
IQ
..c:
u
o
c
-~
:B
::J
ell
III
<II
::J
o
<II
C
o
..c:
0..
0-
N
AM
ERICAN
CETACEAN
SOCIETY'
M
O
NTEREY
B
A
Y
CHAPTER
P
.O
.
BOX
H
E
PACIFIC
GROVE,
CA
93950-0405
ALAN
BALDRIDGE
HOPKINS
UARINE
STATION
PACIFIC
GROVE,
CA
93950
rALWAYS
pt
IZIP
CODI
SEPTH1BE~984
MONTEREY BAY CHAPTER OF THE AMERICAN CETACEAN SOCIETY
VOL. 48
Next r~eeti ng: Thursday, September 27 7:30 PM
Location: Fisher Laboratory Building, Hopkins Marine Station
Paci fi c Grove
Speaker: Dr. Glenn Van Blaricom
Topic: Sea Otters and the Kelp Forests of Central California
After a "Whale of a Conference" in August, September seems like
a good month to come closer to shore and take a look at the Southern
Sea Otter, one of our most attractive and consistently visible marine
mammals. Dr. Van Blaricom, who c(~bines the positions of ~ildlife
Biologist with the u.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and Research Asso-
ciate at U. C. Santa Cruz, is part of the California Sea Otter Pro-
ject. His talk will focus on changes that have occurred since 1910
in the kelp forests off our coast and how these changes relate to the
Sea Otter population. The otters are efficient consumers of sea
urchins, which in turn eat kelp. As a thriving kelp canopy is impor-
tant to many species of fish and invertebrates, and prOVides a
resting place for otters, the balance or imbalance caused by changes
in populations of otters and urchins is crucial.
1.
Cordial welcome to our Chapter's newest members:
Becky Demonte
Julie Rosenthal
CHAPTER NEWS
Linnae Costello and Family
Betty Allden
ACS National Conference
The following report of the First ACS National Conference held in
Monterey over Labor Day Weekend was sent to us by Nancy and John
Koppel, Chapter members who live in San Jose. They not only attended
the Conference, they also co~e to our meetings! We thank them for
this report, and for their presence at Chapter functions.
ACS Conference in Monterey
The First Biennial Conference and Symposium of the ACS was a
great success. The well-planned program included somethino for
everyone.
There was a multi-media session operating continuously in a side
room. It was open to all, and showed excellent video tapes on a
variety of subjects of interest and concern to ACS members.
The papers session and symposium were most informative. It was
exciting to be a part of a group that is involved in the most current
study and research on cetaceans. A distinguished array of speakers
presented the results of their resedrch, both orally and visually.
James Hudnall's film showing gray whales bottom feeding was outstanding.
The debate over keepi ng 1i ve cetaceilnS in capti vi ty was timely, and
the differing views presented by thE! panel and the questions asked
by the audience were very stimulating.
-,
t..
The artists and craftsmen displayed a superb collection of
original prints, paintings, sculptures and photographs of cetaceans
and other wildlife. Some of the best-known cetacean artists in the
world were among. those participating.
Pelagic trips were also available at the conference on three
different days.
The evening programs were excellent. Following delicious dinners
we had the opportunity to hear very knowledgeable talks by the keynote
. speakers. A highlight of the conference was the premier showing of
Jim Donaldson's film, "Shadows and Footprints". This is his newest
film, with fantastic underwater shots of sperm whales.
It was a weekend well spent in meeting others and learning more
about cetaceans.
Nancy and John Koppel
ACS Princess Cruises
Again we thank Chapter member Benji Shake and his crew for another
successful Princess Monterey cruise. Our Chapter received over $500
for our research schol~rship fund from the August 19 event. Special
recognition should also be given to Milos Radakovich and David Shonman
who were aboard as naturalists. Their observations and special
presentation of the habits of marine life in and on Monterey Bay was
a distinct enticement for all who signed up.
3.
RECENT MARINE MAMMAL OnSERVATIONS
Compiled by Alan Baldridge
Blue Whale - On Aug. 25,two animals 14 mi. west of Davenport, Santa
Cruz Co. (A. Baldridge, D. Shearwater). On Sept. 1,two animals 23 mi.
west-southwest of Pt. Pinos, Pacific Grove (A. Baldridge, D. Shearwater
and ACS visitors).
Minke Whale - On Aug. 23,one close to Pt. Pinos (J. Vandevere). On
Aug. 25,one near Otter Pt, Pacific Grove (A. Baldridge, D. Shearwater).
On Aug. 28,a cow/calf pair and next day a single at Granite Canyon
Shellfish lab., Rocky Pt., Big Sur (J. Houk, D. Fish and Game). On
Sept. 1,0ne animal 9-10 mi. west-southwest Pt. Pinos (ACS Convention
tri p) .
Sei Whale - On Aug. 27,one seen near "A" Buoy off Ft. Ord, the first
reported from within Monterey Bay (S. Allison, J. Anderson, MlMl
Transect) •
Humpback Whale - On Aug. 25,two animals 14 mi. west of Davenport
(A. Baldridge, D. Shearwater). On Sept. l.ten animals, including a
feeding group of five,11 mi. west of Pt. Pinos (ACS Convention Trip).
Harbor Porpoise - On Aug. 3,one found dead in Santa Cruz, and on Aug.
28,one female dead Sunset State Beach, Santa Cruz Co. (T. Dohl, UCSC).
On Sept. 9 eighteen-twenty animals, including 3 mother/calf pairs 1 mi.
off Pajaro Dunes, Santa Cruz Co. (A. Baldridge, D. Shearwater).
Dall's por~oise - On Aug. i8,six, and three animals between Moss land-
ing and Sa inas Rivermouth (A. Baldridge, D. Shearwater). On Aug. 25,
pods of six - eight, six, four and four, offshore (A. Baldridge, D.
Shearwater). On Aug 28,twenty animals in 6 pods (Alan Baldridge. D.
Shearwater) and on Aug. 31?five animals, including two mother/calf
pairs (ACS Convention Trip).
4.
\
f
Pacific White-sided Dolphin - On Aug. 18,ten animals 10 mi. west of
Pt. Pinos (A.B., 0.5.), and on Sept. l,four animals with five hump-
backs. On Sept. 4,thirty-five animals in mid-Canmel Bay south of
Cypress Pt. (0. Lemon, Skipper Sta~ of Monterey).
Common Dolphin - Continues to be present in ex~raordinary numbers.
On Aug. 4,one beached itself and died in Santa Cruz and on Aug. 7,
another (T. Dohl, UCSC). On Aug. S,one alive on Monterey State Beach,
later died (T. Keating, MLML). On Aug. 14,three hundred entered
Monterey Bay off Hopkins Marine Station (A. B.). On Aug. 17.four near
Cypress Pt., Pebble Beach (R. Ternullo, Skipper Pt. Sur Cli~).
On Aug. 18,a single animal 14 mi. west of Moss Landing (A. ~. S.).
On Aug. 31, ACS visitors encounter€d four hundred 3 mi. west of
Cypress Pt., with abundant small calv~On Sept. 3,there were 400
off Rocky Pt., Big Sur and 400 more in Canmel Bay (D. Lemon).
Pilot Whale - Elsewhere on June 30.circa fifteen animals near Farallon
Islands, first reported in Central California this year (T. Johnson,
Whale Center, Oakland).
Orca - On Aug. 26,a large pod of twelve swam north at 3-4 knots 9.4
mi. from Pt. Pinos. A tight pod, including one adult male and two
calves, and the first reported here since March (D. Shearwater).
Risso's Dolehin ~ On Aug. 18,ten animals (together with ten N. Right
whale Dolphlns) 10 mi. west of Pt. Joe, Pebble Beach (A. B., D. 5.).
On Aug 22,six - eight animals, including one calf, 18 - 20 mi. west
of Moss Landing (D. Shearwater). On Sept 1,six were seen with five
Humpbacks (ACS Convention Trip).
Northern Right-whale DOlyhin - On Aug. 18,ten animals were 10 mi. west
of Pt. Joe (A. B., D. S. , and on Sept. l,six were with five Humpbacks
(ACS Convention Trip).
Cuvier's Beaked Whale - On Aug. 13,a very fresh 20' adult male with
very worn teeth found dead, Cypress Pt. After heroic and cooperative
efforts on the part of many, the complete animal was transported to
UCSC (A. Baldridge).
California Seal ion - On Aug. 18,num;>ers had increased to 400 on
Monterey Breakwater (A. B., D. 5.).
Northern Fur Seal - On Sept. 1 a single animal 6 mi. west of Pt. Pinos
(ACS Convention Trip).
Southern Sea Otter - In Moss Landinq Harbor a decline from 11 to 2
animals during the past month (MLML Staff).
5.
Bonus Species:
Pacific Ridley's Sea Turtle - On Sept. 6,a 60 lb. individual found
moribund at Pt. Joe by Bob Huettman. It was taken to Monterey Bay
Aquarium, where it appeared to be revived. A release is planned.
Another similar Sea Turtle was observed on Sept. 1,18 mi. west of Pt.
Joe (M. Chaffey).
Red Swimming Crabs (P1euroncodes) -,These were abundant on the beaches
at Asilomar and in Monterey Harbor on Aug. 13, and at Hopkins Marine
Station on Aug. 30. E1 Ni~o lives en! (A. Baldridge).
SOUNDINGS NOTEBOOK
(
'1
•.,t
Sea Lion Disease
A bacteria-borne disease which has been affecting large numbers of
sea lions from San Mateo County to the Sonoma County Coast is beginning
to make its presence felt here. At least one sea lion suffering from
symptoms caused by a bacteria known:as Leptospirosis pomona has
turned up on a local beach in recent days, according to Tony Huntley
of UCSC's Long Marine Lab. Th~ bacteria, which affects the sea lions'
I
kidneys, also attacks cattle and can be contracted by humans who come
into contact with the striken animals. "An amazingly large number"
I
of sea lions stricken by the bacter1a have turned up along north coast
beaches, Huntley said. Typical treatment involves admimistering anti-
I
biotics and giving the sick sea lions plenty of fresh water to drink.
About 60% of the 130 seal ions taken to the California Marine Mammal
Center in Marin have been cured. (From a newspaper article submitted
by Alan Baldridge).
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MONTEREY BAY CHAPTER OF THE AMERICAN CETACEAN SOCIETY
~'"S@UNDINGS~
··';:'ll"
Next Meeting: Thursday, October 25 7:30 PM
Location: Fisher Laboratory Building, Hopkins Marine Station
Pacific Grove
Speaker: Randy Wells
Topic: Social Ecology of Bottlenose Dolphins
Randy Wells, our October speaker, is a doctoral student with
Dr. Ken Norris at the Center for Coastal Marine Studies, U.C.
Santa Cruz. Randy has been involved in perhaps the longest ongoing
study ever made of a population of wild dolphins, the Bottlenose
: dolphins found in the Sarasota area of West Florida. The data acquired
by tagging and radio telemetry has given fascinating insights on
, their movements, home range, herd structure, individual relationships
• and habitat use. The Bottlenose dolphin, 'immortalized' by Flipper,
,is the species most commonly used in dolphin shows. It is normally
rare off our shores, but has been seen here in warm-water years.
Nine individuals were recently sighted no~th of Santa Cruz.
· .
CHAPTER NEWS
SPCA Fair
On Sunday, October 7, our Chapter participated in the annual SPCA
Fair. The day was delightful, the crowd~ cordial, and our booth
looked GREAT. Thanks to Esta Lee for setting up the display, and to
Paul and Ellen Duernberger and Al~xander and Nancy Norton for passing
out membership forms, Princess Cr~ise flyers, Beachwatcher information,
and for showing dozens of curious fair-goers that our brown Beach-
watcher garbage can did NOT contain a healthy baby elephant seal
as its attendant sign seemed to indicate. Alex personally sold 12
of our new Chapter buttons, a talent left over from the SANDY
campaign. [These special buttons are produced by Deon and Milos
Radakovich and will be available at meetings from now on.]
PRINCESS Cruise
The last in a series of ACS benef1t cruises aboard the Princess
Monterey has been scheduled for Sunday, Oc tober 28. These cnd ses
have been sponsored by Benji Shake, owner of the Princess and a
Chapter member. He has provided hoat, captain and crew, and has
processed reservations. All proc~eds have been donated to our Chapter.
This may be your last chance this year to board the Princess for a
splendid morning of oceanic sights, marine mammals and birds. Natural-
ists aboard this trip will be Milos Radakovich and David Shonman,
whose combined talents made the l"st trip such a treat. Boarding
time is 7:30 AM, with departure at 8 and return scheduled for 11.
Please, seize this last opportunity and join us. Your ticket fee
($lS/adult, $8/child) comes directly to our Chapter and is being used
to sponsor education, research grants and public awareness of topical
issues. Reservations: 372-2628.
The Artisans Give Thanks to the Animals - December 7, 8 and 9
Again this year we will be joining with the Friends of the Sea Otter
and the Audubon Society in tri-sponsoring our Chapter's main fund-
raising event, the Christmas Craft Fair. Last year the Fair moved
from its traditional location at the La Playa ,iotel to Quail Lodge
in Carmel Valley, where it will also be held this year. Our Chapter
members are being alerted early that help will be needed in collecting
raffle items, selling raffle tickets, posting flyers and st"lffing the
charge-machine booth. To offer your invaluable assistance, please
contact Special Events Coordinator, Merilyn Georgevich (394-0514).
SOUNDINGS NOTEBOOK
Sealion Disease
Sick sealions which have been beaching themselves along the Northern
California and Oregon coasts may be dying frem a bacterial infection
they picked up from rodent urine in their Southern California Channel
Islands breeding grounds. As reported in the September SOUNDINGS,
the bacterial Leptospirosis epidemic which attacks the animals'
kidneys, usually results in death from dehydration. Scientists now
speculate that the bacterial disease is most often transmitted in
rodent urine and picked up by seal ions through skin lesions. 1~e
epidemic is predicted to run its course in six to eight weeks.
THE BOARD AND MEMBERS OF THE MONTEREY BAY
CHAPTER OF THE AMERICAN CETACEAN SOCIETY
CONGRATULATE ALL WHO HAVE WORKED SO HARD
TO MAKE POSSIBLE THE WONDERLAND OF THE
MONTEREY BAY AQUARIUM PROJECT!
Chapter Board Elections
This month, nominees are being sought to serve on our Chapter Board
of Directors for the coming year. Board members determine and co-
ordinate our Chapter's activities and supervise expenditures. Anyone
who is a current Chapter member and who is interested in serving on
the Board is a~ked to contact Milos Radakovich, Nominating Committee
chairman (373-3798), by October 23.
Chapter Assistance
For those of you who don't wish to be considered for the Board, but
who have time, interest and energy to put into our Chapter, please
participate! We need assistance in the following areas:
Special Events - help plan; schedule volunteers; work with local
people in Chapter activities (cruises, fairs, dis-
plays. etc.)
Secretarial and Newsletter - help gather and write news articles;
help with newsletter mailings; help with corres-
. pondence
Conservation - meet with other conservationists in other clubs
and organizations and communities; write lettersi
reply to requests for information
Research - help read and review grant proposals
Membership and Hospitality - help with membership correspondence
and lists; greet people at meetings; help let the
community know what our Chapter represents and
what it does.
If you can help, please contact Esta Lee Albright, our President,
(375-1658).
4
RECENT MARINE MAMMAL OBSERVATIONS
Compiled by Alan Baldridge
Blue Whale - Oct. 1,2, one animal on the 15 fathom curve off Bird
Rock, Pebble Beach (D. and N. Lemon).
Minke Whale - Sept. 19, three and one animals sighted 8 miles west of
the Peninsula (R. Stallcup). On Oct. 6, one animal 7.5 miles west of
Moss Landing (D. Shearwater).
Humpback Whale - "lots of animals" 35 to 40 miles west of Davenport,
Santa Cruz Co. from the air on Sept. 21 (T. Dahl, UCSC). On Sept. 27,
two animals 18 mi. west of Peninsula (R. Branson). On Oct. 5,6 two
animals near Cypress Pl., Pebble Beac~ (R. T~rnullo).
Dall's Porpoise - On Sept. 26, three animals 9 mi. west of Moss
Landing, including an older calf and six more nearby (A. Baldridge,
D. Shearwater). On Sept. 30·, two animal were 9 mi. off Moss Land i ng
and 10 to 12 animals 4 mi. off the Salinas Rivermouth (A.B., D.S.).
en Oct. 6, several were observed after dark outlined by bioluminescence
off Moss Landing (D. Shearwater). On Oct. 7, six plus four plus two
were in the same area (A.B., D.S.).
Paclfic Whitesided Dolphin - Normally present in hundreds at this
time of year, few have been seen this fall. They appear.to have been
displaced by the warm-water-loving Common Dolphins. On Sept. 27,
twenty-five animals were seen 25 mi. west of the Peninsula (R. Branson).
On Oct. 6, one to three animals were 15 mi. off Pt. Pinos, Pacific
Grove (D. Shearwater).
Common Dolphin - continues to be extraordinarily abundant in our area.
On Sept. 19, forty animals 1 mi. off Monterey Holiday Inn a~ea
(R. Stallcup). On Sept. 20, 200 animals were sighted 14 mi. west of
Moss Land in8 (T. Dahl). On Sept. 22, 300 were ill the Lovers' Pt. -
Otter Pt. area of Pacific Grove and 150 were 8 mi. west of Moss Landing,
with 130 more encountered 11 mi. wes~f Moss Landing (A.B., D.S.),
and on Oct. 8, schools of 25 and 500 were 10 miles west of Moss
Landing (J.Guerrero, MLML Transect).
Bottlenose Dolphin - On Sept. 21, nine were observed from the air off
Bonnie Doone Beach north of Santa Cruz, heading north. This Is the
first confirmed sighting following the 'invasion' of last fall. Per-
haps more will follow (T. Dahl, UCSC).
~ - On Sept. 30, a pod of three adult males and one other were
seen 8 mi. off Moss Landing and were followed south to Carmel Bay
(A. B., D. S#).
Risso's Dolphin - On Sept. 19, twenty were 8 mi. west of the Peninsula
(R. Stallcup). Fifteen and twenty+two. animals from the air 10 mi. off
San Mateo Co. on Sept. 21 (T. Dohl). On Sept. 26, seventy-five were
16 mi. west of Pt. Pinos with Northern Right-Whale Dolphins, thei r
frequent companions. (A. B., D. S.~ and D. Roberson). On Sept. 27,
schools of 50 and 100 were 25 mi. west of the Peninsula (R. Branson).
On Sept. 30, twenty were 14 miles ~est of.Moss Landing (R. Stallcup).
On Oct. 6. 130 were spotted in 5 SChools west of the Monterey Pen-
insula (D. Shearwater).
I
Northern Right-Whale Dolphin - On Sept. 26. 200 were 16 mi. west of
Pt. Pinos. including many large calves (A. B., D. S., and D. Roberson).
On Sept. 27. 25 to 30 animals were, seem about 25 mi. west of the
Peninsula (R. Branson). On Oct. 6:, 100 plus animals 17 mi. west of
Cypress Pt. (D. Shearwater).
California Sealion - Several sick ~nimals afflicted with the bacterial
disease Leptospirosis have been recovered from Monterey Bay beaches.
A similar epidemic in 1969 caused the death of hundreds of animals
hereabouts (A. Baldridge). .
Northern Fur Seal - On Oct. 6, on~ animal seen 17 mi. west of Cypress Pt.
(D. Shearwater).
Northern Elephant Seal - On Sept. ~2, an adult male was seen 5 mi. off
Moss Landing (J. Vandevere). .
California Sea Otter - One or two individuals have been observed in
the far upper reaches of Elkhorn Slough upstream from Kirby Park.
Bonus Species:
Blue Sharks and Ocean Sunfish continue to be numerous in the Bay.
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NOVEMBER 1984
~~~~NDINGS~
MONTEREY BAY CHAPTER OF THE AMERICAN CETACEAN SOCIETY
VOL. 50
Next Meeting: Thursday, November 29 7:30 PM
Location: Fisher Laboratory Building, Hopkins Marine Station
Pacific Grove
Speaker: Tony Huntley
Topic: Elephant Seals: Natural History and Behavior
Tony Huntley, our November speaker, recently received his
doctorate degree under Dr. Burney Le Boeuf at U. C. Santa Cruz.
,.,
He has studied Elephant Seals for the last 5 years, mainly at Ano ~
Nuevo State Reserve just north of Santa Cruz. Tony's talk will
be on the general natural history of these animals, their reproduction
and behavior. His particular interest is sleep physiology - why
they hold their breath when they sleep and what controls respiration.
December is the time when the males begin to gather in preparation
for mating activity which takes place after the females have
pupped in January, so it is a good time to learn more from an expert
before taking a trip to Ano Nuevo. This will also be an excellent
chance for Beachwatchers who deal with these seals on our beaches
to get answers to their questions.
THERE WILL BE NO MEETING IN DECEMBER - HAVE HAPPY HOLIDAYS !!
•
CHAPTER NEWS
Elections
Election time for your Monterey Bay Chapter Board of Directors is
upon us again. At the back of SOUNDINGS is a ballot containing the
names of ACS Board nominees for next year. Please vote, and either
send in the ballot or bring it to the General Meeting in November.
Research Grants
Requests for next year's Research Grant proposals have been sent out.
A review committee of 6, headed by Alan Baldridge, has been appointed
by the Chapter Board to read and critique all proposals. Any ACS
member wishing to read these extremely interesting documents may make
an appointment to do so by contacting Alan at Hopkins Marine Station
Library (373-6658) after November 15.
Warm welcome to the following new members of our Chapter:
Mrs E. J. Kennedy Bill Hughes
Gene Drossel
The Artisans Give Thanks to the Animals - December 7, 8 and 9
ACS members will soon be receiving their personal invitations to join
Friends of the Otters and the Audubon Society at the year's best
nature-oriented Craft Fair. The artisans h~ve been carefully selected,
and their works reflect the traditional excellence which has come to
be associated with this event. Not only do several of our own
Chapter members participate as craftsme~, our Monterey Bay Chapter
benefits by receiving one-third of the profits. This year the Fair.
has been moved to the Carmel Valley Golf and Country Club at Quail
Lodge in Carmel Valley. Thanks to all of you who have volunteered
to help us, and of course. thanks to those of you who attend and
purchase items!!
Volunteers
Again we are asking you to check your busy schedules and see if,
after the Holidays. you can squeeze in an hour or two each month
to help keep our Chapter functioning smoothly. As so often happens,
too much has been undertaken by too few, and we would like to
spread the work (and the fun) just a little. It doesn't take much.
and you will get to meet some great people! If you can spare the
time, please contact Merilyn Georgevich (394-0514) or our President
Esta Lee Albright (375-1658) and find out what needs doing.
Compiled by Alan Baldridge
RECENT MARINE MAMMAL OBSERVATION cl\ (J.. (. rJvJ'Sh'"\~ .6
o~
Blue Whale - On Oct. 20, one 70 ft. individual 4 mi. west
Rivermouth in 130 fathoms (A. Baldridge, D. Shearwater).
of Salinas
Minke Whale - On Oct. 3, two animals off Granite Canyon Shellfish
Laboratory, Big Sur (J. Houk, Dept. Fish and Game). On Oct. 31,
one animal! mi. off Pt. Pinos, Pacific Grove (J. Guerrero, B.
Wuersig, MLML).
Humpback Whale - On Sept. 18, two animals off Gra~ite Canyon Shell-
fish Lab (J. Houk). On Oct. 31, two headed south 4 mi. WNW from
Pt. Pinos (J. Guerrero, B. Wuersig, MLML).
Gray Whale - Our first sightings of the fall migration are reported
as follows: On Oct 15, one seen in breakers at Moss Landing Marine
Labs, possible feeding (S. Baldridge, J.H. Martin, B. Wuersig, MLML).
Next was a single individual off Monterey Breakwater seen on Nov. 4,
(D. Terry).
Sperm Whale - Outside of our area cn Oct. 5, a freshly dead juvenile
male, 17 ft. in length at Gualala Rivermouth, Sonoma Co. Skull
taken to Monterey Bay Aquarium (S. Webster). Sperm whales are very
rarely found dead in California.
Pacific Whitesided Dolphin - On Oct. 13, 130 - 150 animals 10 mi.
west of Cypress Pt., Pebble Beach. This is the first large school
observed this fall (A.B., D.S.). On October 28, two animals seen
with Risso's Dolphins 4 - 5 mi. west of Pt. Pinos (ACS Monterey
Bay/Princess Monterey Cruise, M. Radakovich, D. Shonman).
Risso's Dolphin - On Oct. 28, 200 were spotted 5 miles west of Pt.
Pinos (ACS/Princess Cruise, M. Radakovich, D. Shonman). On Oct. 31,
75 - 100 animals (with 20 Northern Rightwhale Dolphins) in a scattered
school 10 mi. south of Pt. Santa Cruz (J. Guerrero, B. Wuersig).
On Nov. 4, 100+ animals with Northern Right Whale Dolphins were seen
5 miles northwest of Pt. Pinos (W. Sperduto, P. Steele).
Northern Right Whale Dolphin - On Oct. 31, 20 animals, with Risso's
dolphins 10 miles south of Pt. Santa Cruz (J. Guerrero. B. Wuersig).
On Nov. 4, 100 animals with Risso's 5 mi. northwest of Pt. Pinos
(W. Sperdut~P. Steele).
Harbor Porpoise - On Oct. 31, three to five animals close to Pajaro
Dunes. Santa Cruz Co. (J. Guerrero, B. Wuersig).
4
Common Dolphin - Continues to be extraordinarily abundant in our area.
On Oct. 5, 400 - 500 unidentified dolphins, probably this species,
were sighted off Granite Canyon Shellfish Lab. (J. Houk). On Oct. 9,
a similar unidentified school was in Carmel Bay (L. and L. Langstroth).
On Oct. 20, 400 animals were sighted 5 mi. north of Pt. Pinos,
herding fish to the surface (A. B., D. S.). On Oct. 29, schools of
SO and 30 in Monterey Bay off Lovers' Pt. (A. Baldridge). On Nov. 1
and 2, 400 entered Monterey Bay off Hopkins Marine Station (A. Baldridge).
The previous day a similar-sized school was seen headed north at
Yankee Point, Carmel Highlands, but the species was unidentified
(D. Terry). Associated with these large numbers were three live-
stranded individuals as follows: on Oct. 31, a male at Pescadero Pt.,
Pebble Beach; on Nov. 3, an immature male at Marina State Beach;
and on Nov. 6, at Ano Nuevo State Beach, San MateoCo., a female
came ashore and died. The two males subsequently died, also. This
delicate species almost always succumbs in rehabilitation attempts.
Dall's Porpoise - On Oct. 13, pods of 2, 4 and 6 individuals were
seen 3 - 7 miles west of Cypress Pt. (A.B., D.S.).
Cuvier's Beaked Whale - On October 13, three animals, an adult and
two immatures were seen 10 miles west of Cypress Pt. near the 1000
fathom curve. This is only the second known sighting recorded for
our area. It will be recalled that an adult make was found dead at
Cypress Pt. in August, 1984 (A.B., D.S.).
Harbor Seal - On Nov. 2, one of the uncommon rusty-red colored
individuals hauled out at Hopkins Marine Station (A. Baldridge).
Southern Sea Otter - A very rare case of twin births took place at
Piedras Blancas, San Louis Obispo Co. on Oct. 2. The mother
abandoned one pup, and the 2.2 pound orphan is now being raised at
the Monterey Bay Aquarium. Pacific Grove otters repeatedly seem to
consume quantities of the red swimming crab Pleuroncodes from
., Nov. 2 - 9, during this crustacean's incursion into inshore waters
(A. Baldridge, C. Baxter, C. Deutsch).
As the year draws to an end, your SOUNDINGS editors extend their
personal hope that you have enjoyed Lhe ChapLer's meetings, lectures
and events. We look forward to bringing you our own contribution,
your newsletter, again next year. If any of you would like to contribute
articles, suggestions, or processing help, we would be grateful. We
seldom receive any feed-back from our readers, and your comments and
opinions would be much appreciated. Just call Nancy (375-6497) or
Milos (373-3798).
We would also like to extend a very special thanks to Alan and ~
Sheila Baldridge for consistently giving us superb Marine Mammal
Observations and Speaker Profiles each month, on time and typed!
Their efforts have made our job alot easier, and have brought you
unique glimpses of the animals in and around our Bay and the scientists
who study them.
Have a good December - we'll be back with you in January!
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